Erythrocyte membrane abnormalities in patients with amyotrophic chorea with acanthocythosis. Part 2. Abnormal degradation of membrane proteins.
Bands 2.1, 3 and 4.2 of the erythrocyte membrane proteins in chorea-acanthocytosis are self-digested faster than those in normal controls. The junction between spectrin and band 3 protein at the cytoplasmic side of the patients' erythrocyte membranes may have some conformational defects. The conformational defects of the proteins may be responsible for the low fluidity in the interior of the patients' erythrocyte membranes. These basic molecular defects may be widespread in other extraneural cell membranes as well as in neuronal cell membranes.